L RV B LAY T

Is thére awetland

inyour
neighbarhood?.

Trebsst vyt firdat if

tedsavdiadinyoy

vetesedor
réigiteicd isto ariat
your Neturdl Rerees
GrendimSniedfice
o leeel prifioworksor
pairg deparinert. Mot
havegddidstranedin
icertifying ardedinest-
irgwatiands TreUSs Figh
adWidifeQnias
hetiorel Viéllad
InericrymesEndo
+dp Tremgsindate
cpEnweter ar likdy
vellardaress For ayies
al 18- A3 BB
vidt theheicrd Vetlerds
Inataywbsiea
ity VR e

Whatlsa Wetland?
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Although wetlands are often wet, a wetland might not be
wet year-round. In fact, some of the most important
wetlands are only seasonally wet. Wetlands are the
link between the land and the water. They are
transition zones where the flow of water, the cycling |
of nutrients, and the energy of the sun meet to produce
a unique ecosystem characterized by hydrology, soils,
and vegetation—making these areas very important
Sfeatures of a watershed. Using a watershed-based
approach to wetland protection ensures that the whole
system, including land, air, and water resources, is protected.

Although wetlands are best known for being
home to-water lilies, turtles, frogs, snakes,
alligators, and crocodiles, they also provide
important habitat for waterfowl, fish, and
mammals. Migrating birds use wetlands to rest
and feed during their cross-continental journeys
and ag pesting sites when they are at home. As a
result, wetland loss has a serious impact on
these species. Habitat degradation since the
1970s has been a leading cause of species
extinction.

‘ & 7 ettands found in the United States fall

into four general categories—marshes,
swamps, bogs, and fens. Marshes are wetlands
dominated by soft-stemmed vegetation, while
swamps have mostly woody plants. Bogs are
freshwater wetlands, often formed in old glacial
lakes, characterized by spongy peat deposits,
evergreen trees and shrubs, and a floor covered by
a thick carpet of sphagnum moss, Fens are
freshwater peat-forming wetiands covered mostly
by prasses, sedges, reeds, and wildflowers.

Good News

Often called *nurseries of life,” wetlands
provide habitat for thousands of spacies of
aquatic and terrestrial plants and animals. Two-thirds of the 10 milion to 12 million
waterfow! of the continental United Sates

watershed
inclndes all the
land that drains to
a common body of
Cwater. Using a
watershed-based

approack to wetland
protection ensures that the whole ecosystem is protacted.

reproduce in the prairie pothole
wetlands of the Midwest, in the
winter millions of duckslike these
¢an be found in the wetlandsof the
south-central United Sates,

I T
L X e

T E e

Dave Davis

Thisforested wettand on the Chincoteague National
wildlife Fefuge on Virginia's Eastern Shore is part of the
Aftantic flyway, where shorebirds and waterfow regt
before they migrate south for the winter.
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How Cai | Help?

“. First, idéntify your watershed and find the

wetlands in your neighborhood. Learn more
about them and share what you learn with
someone you know! Encourage neighbors,
developers, and state and local governments to
protect the functions and values of wetlands in
your watershed.

To prevent wetland loss or degradation, follow
these simple gnidelines;

« Invest in wetlands by buying duck stamps,
Proceeds from these $15 migratory bird
hunting stamps support wetland acquisition
and restoration. The stamps are available
on-line at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's web site (www.fws.gov) or at your
local post.office.

o Instead of draining or filling wetlands, find
more compatible uses, such as waterfowl
and wildlife habitat.

s When developing your landscaping plan,
keep wetlands in mind. Plant native grasses
or forested buffer strips along wetlands on
your property to protect water guality.

s Participate in a vohmieer wetland
monitoring program.

e Plan to avoid wetlands when developing or
improving a site. Get technical assistance
from your state environmental agency
before you alter a wetland.

« Maintain wetlands and adjacent buffer
strips as open space.

+ Support your local watershed association.

= Plan a wetland program or invite a wetland
expert to speak at your school, club, youth
_group, or professional organization.

¢ Bujld a wetland in your backyard. Learn
how by visiting the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s web site at
www.nres.usda.govieature/backyard/

Dave Davis

Wetland habitat along this Idaho riparian
corridor provides food and shelter for diverss
wildlife species.
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If bottomland hardwood sWalmp's are
protected, Bald Cypress trees like these
can grow for more than 2000 years.

Wetlands can be found in every county and

climatic zone in the United States.



